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TOWN EVENTS
All town meetings or events are 
 being conducted virtually or
outdoors until further notice.
Events at the town hall are
suspended until gatherings are
safe. Town meetings usually are
held the third Monday of the
month (4th Monday if 3rd Monday
falls on holiday).   Events may be
added to the schedule in addition
to the events listed below. Check
the website for more complete
information. Contact
clerk.bmd@gmail.com for zoom
information.

Town Elections: May 3. 5-8pm

Board of Appeals, Special
Exception; May 4, 7pm, 18040
Barnesville Road; Roast,
Package, Ship Whole and
Ground Coffee Beans. 

Misunderstood Wildlife
Presentation: May 7,  7pm

Growing up in Barnesville -
1970s; May 11, 6:30pm

Town Meeting: May 17 at
7:30pm 

Big Trash Pick-up: June 2

Budget Meeting: June 7 at
7:30pm

Town Meeting: June 21 at
7:30pm

 
 

 Contact Information:

 Mildred Callear (Mayor): mildredcallear@gmail.com

 Audrey Morris (Commissioner): amorris9331@yahoo.com

 Holly Larisch (Commissioner): hal.larisch@gmail.com

 Tracey Bodo (Town Clerk): clerk.bmd@gmail.com

 Website: www.barnesvillemd.org 

  Abby Stumpf, age 7, monitoring the bluebird boxes
at Lillard's Corner

http://www.barnesvillemd.org/
http://www.barnesvillemd.org/


Beautification Committee:  The Beautification
Committee consists of Lisa Hilton (Chair), Jane
Thompson, and Jan Lillard Burdette. The
Beautification Committee has been very busy
the last few months: working with the Monacacy
Garden Club to clear out weeds and mulch the
beds around town hall, the train station and the
sign boxes. The Beautification Committee also
picked up trash with the Lion's Club.

Sustainable Barnesville (formerly the Green
Team) is cochaired by Joyce Bailey and Audrey
Morris with Lauren Greenberger, Julee Evans,
Jane Thompson, Veronica O'Connor, Anne
Sturm, Linda Pepe, Tina Brown, Julie Super, Deb
Dresser, and Carole Bewley as members.

As the winter ended, the Sustainable Barnesville
committee hosted two virtual talks.  On
February 24th, we sponsored a talk on the
Montgomery County Draft Climate Action Plan. 
 The CAP sets ambitious goals for addressing
climate change, starting in our local area. 
 Several presenters from the county gave the
presentation and there was ample time for
questions and comments from those who
participated. Several commenters were able to
present the viewpoints of our up-county
community with regard to traffic plans and
residential alternative energy opportunities.

On March 24, we hosted a talk by Master
Gardener Erica Smith on Vegetable Gardening
for Beginners.  It was well attended by over 40
members of the community.  As gardeners
prepare their beds and planted seedlings,
Sustainable Barnesville is again hoping that
gardeners will plan for extra produce that can
be donated to food banks in our local area.  

 

For the second season of our “Plant An Extra
Row” effort, we have some news that will
make food donation easier for gardeners. The
good folks at Locals Farm Market at 19929
Fisher Avenue in Poolesville have built a cold
shed where fresh produce can be dropped off
by gardeners 9-5, 7 days a week. There is a
table in the shed for Plant an Extra Row
donations and instructions on how to let us
know you have dropped food off. We will have
a regular schedule of volunteers picking up
food from the cold shed and transporting it to
food banks. You can also continue to donate
directly to WUMCO by appointment, as we did
last year. And we have set up an email
address for the program so gardeners can let
us know what their gardens are producing,
ask for advice or get help with watering or
harvesting when they are away. Please send a
message to plantextrarow@gmail.com to get
communications from us on this effort.

The major event of the natural year is about to
come upon us, the emergence of the 17-year
Cicada Brood X. Although many think of the
cicadas as loud invaders that may damage our
gardens, they are a sign of the continuity of
our natural world as so much changes around
us. Sustainable Barnesville member Anne
Sturm has worked with the Audubon
Naturalist Society to get permission for us to
show their terrific talk on Misunderstood
Wildlife to our community. This presentation
covers several species we see in our area –
snakes, coyotes and spiders, as well as the
cicadas. This will be a great presentation for
all age groups! Join us on Friday, May 7 at 7
pm for a Zoom showing of this talk. Please
contact the town clerk for the Zoom link. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
 If you are interested in joining any of the committees, please contact the town clerk at clerk.bmd@gmail.com

mailto:plantextrarow@gmail.com


Carol Perlmeter and Cherry Barr are putting
together a welcome packet for our new
residents. Susan Pearcy is coordinating
efforts to create a Barnesville Cookbook. At
this point, we will be featuring recipes in the
Tidbit, and at some point, gather them
together in a cookbook. If you are interested
in sharing your recipes, forward them to
Susan Pearcy. 

William Price has put together a panel for the
first of our (continuing, we hope) series on
Growing up in Barnesville.  Since this will be
conducted by zoom, the panel will be limited
to three people who grew up in Barnesville in
the 1970s:  William, Richard Tolbert, and
William's sister, Betsy Lynch.  Steve Vogel will
be the moderator.  Mark May 11 at 6:30pm
on your calendars.  There has been a lot of
interest in sharing Barnesville memories, so
hopefully we will continue once we can meet
in person. 

Traffic Committee:  Streethawk continues to
monitor our streets periodically to stop
speeders and stop-sign violators. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS (cont'd)
 
 
 

Planning Commission: The Planning
Commission consists of Woody Bailey (Chair),
Meg Menke, Judy Stone, Cynthia Jennings Field,
and Mildred Callear. The Planning Commission
held its last meeting on April 10, 2021. The
Planning Commission has recommended to the
Town Commissioners that some of the Zoning
changes from the Master Plan update move
forward. These zoning changes would include:
amending definition and use restrictions on any
property used as a tourist home; amend the
development standards for utilities to include
cellular communications towers; create and
require a Use Permit to augment the Building
Permit; add a definition of Special Exception to
the zoning ordinance and to instruct the Board
of Appeals to include in its rules and
procedures requirements for “expedited”
versus “routine” requests. Additionally, the
modifications to the Forest Conservation
Ordinance should be moved forward.
Additional details and information for these
changes can be found in the Updated Master
Plan located on the Town website.

Event Committee: The Event Committee
consists of Cherry Barr (Chair), Holly Larisch,
Tina Brown, Clare Smith, Darina Callear, Dalis
Davidson, Susan Pearcy, Carol Perlmeter,
Veronica O'Connor and Abby Stumpf. Please
email the town clerk if you are interested in
joining the committee or if there are certain
programs you would like to see. 

The event committee was busy, thinking of new
ways to engage the community. Barnesville
Creates... had two presentations. Tina Brown,
Susan Pearcy, and Dalis Davidson showed
different ways to celebrate Valentine's Day by
making cards and envelopes, prints, and fabric
hearts. Dalis continued the series, showing how
to make Spring Wreath's out of a garden hose.
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If you are interested in joining any of the committees, please contact the town clerk at clerk.bmd@gmail.com

http://gmail.com/


MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
 

 I have been extremely fortunate to serve as a Commissioner for the last four years with Holly
Larisch and Audrey Morris. We each managed to play to our strengths and areas of interest and
the town benefited as a result. Both have been extremely dedicated and disciplined and together
we have tackled issues large and small. Longstanding concerns like traffic and the need for stop
signs, crosswalks and sidewalks have all been top priorities, and while we are never done
addressing them, we have made significant progress and have laid plans to do more. Holly’s work
on stormwater management and Audrey’s labor of love on the town’s first park, Lillard’s Corner,
are huge investments in Barnesville’s future. Without Audrey’s dedication, Sustainable Barnesville
would not have been born and blossomed into what it is today. And even though it isn’t as
noticeable day by day, Audrey’s work to get the town’s finances in good order has allowed the
Town the latitude to take on new projects with confidence. Holly’s resurrection of the Tidbit into a
vibrant, visually attractive communication for all of us whether online or on paper has been
transformational for creating a real sense of community. And both Audrey and Holly worked very
hard with Judy Stone to create a world class website that reminds us every time we look at it of just
why we are proud to call Barnesville home. 

To every task we turn, there is a beginning and an ending—or so there is if we are diligent in
setting our goals and achieving them. While very sad to see them step down, we all know Holly and
Audrey have done the task of being a commissioner and done it extremely well. The work goes on,
of course, and they have both committed to help. But they are ready to pass the mantle and
Barnesville is lucky that other citizens are stepping forward for the election May 3. This is what
makes our community strong. The spirit of volunteerism is alive and well due to their committed
efforts to engage all of us and make a place for all who want to participate. We give our heartfelt
thanks to Audrey and Holly for keeping our town connected through the challenges of the
pandemic. So, here’s to all they have accomplished and all that they have done to set the stage for
Barnesville to thrive in the months and years ahead!

Well done! And thank you from all of us.

Mildred Callear

 

COMPOST BINS
 

If anyone would like a compost bin, please
contact Commissioner Larisch.
Montgomery County gave the town about
10 as part of the Harvest Festival held
several years ago. 
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IF I WAS THE MAYOR
Thanks to the efforts of Ms. Kate Friend, 4th
grade teacher at Monocacy Elementary School,
and Mayor Callear, there were 11 Monocacy
school participants in the Maryland Municipal
League's essay contest, If I was the Mayor.  We
are still waiting for results of the contest, but
getting all those young students interested in
finding solutions to problems is a win in and of
itself. 
 



Sidewalks:  The State has provided the
county and the town with updates to the
draft plans. The Commissioners are
awaiting final approval from the landowner.  

Transportation:  The Traffic Committee is
following up with the County and Craig
Rice's office on the installation and use of
speed enforcement measures at the MARC
station.  

Traffic Calming: Streethawk is continuing
to patrol on both Barnesville Road and
Beallsville Road. Hours were reduced during
the Stay-at-Home period; however,
additional patrols have been added to
address stop-sign runners. Recently, patrols
were advised to focus on significant stop-
sign runners. 

Board of Appeals: The Board of Appeals
has received a petition for Special Exception
from Rustic Route, LLC located at 18040
Barnesville Road. The petitioner is seeking a
special exception for a small business to
roast, package, and ship whole and ground
coffee beans. The Public Hearing will be via
Zoom on May 4, 2021 at 7pm. Prior to the
public hearing, public comments may be
sent to clerk.bmd@gmail.com 
 
 

Stormwater Management: The Town
was awarded a grant for $14,960 from the
Chesapeake Bay Trust, the US EPA Region
3, and the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources for funding for a
concept design addressing stormwater
issues at the intersection of Barnesville
Road and West Harris Road.  The
Contractor, Charles P. Johnson, Inc.,
submitted their final concept design.  This
plan will be submitted to the Chesapeake
Bay Trust, in fulfillment of the Grant.  The
town will present the final plan to St.
Mary's Church and Montgomery County
and hopes to work with the Church and
the County in engineered design and
implementation. 

The town will continue to work to try to
address the ongoing stormwater run-off
problem.

Lillard’s Corner: See story on Page 8 for
update
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TOWN HIGHLIGHTS 

DULY NOTED 

Congratulations Charlotte! Charlotte Vogel of Barnesville has chosen to attend Fordham
University in New York City this fall. Charlotte, who will graduate from the Humanities program at
Poolesville High School in June, was awarded a four-year partial Loyola scholarship from
Fordham. She will attend the Rose Hill campus in the Bronx and plans to major in political science,
with a focus on international relations. She also plans to continue ballet in conjunction with
Fordham's partner, the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater.

Congratulations to Alex and Morgan Stratton at the birth of their son,  Clayton James Stratton. 



As the weather has warmed up, bluebird box monitoring at
Lillard's Corner has begun in earnest! Barnesville residents
Veronica O'Connor and budding-bird enthusiast Abby Stumpf
have joined efforts by fellow neighbors Anne Sturm and Joyce
Bailey to monitor the three new boxes. Each box has a
different design style and are intended to attract bluebirds (or
other small native cavity nesters) and discourage invasive,
non-native species like English Sparrows. Every  Thursday
afternoon, you may see them carefully examining the boxes
and recording their findings in an observation log. Bluebirds
have been spotted around and in the boxes, and the team is
keeping a close eye to ensure "uninvited" birds and critters
don't get too comfortable. According to Abby, "it is exciting to
see what is in the box each week, check for eggs, and figure
out the type of nest." The monitoring continues through the
summer, so if you happen to see the "bluebird team" in action
on a Thursday afternoon, be sure to honk your horn or say
hello! Interested in learning more? Check out the North
American Bluebird Society website:
/www.nabluebirdsociety.org 

APR I L   2 0 2 1   I S S U E

P A G E  0 6

BARNESVILLE'S BLUEBIRDS

 
COME OUT AND VOTE

MAY 3, 2021- 5-8PM
TOWN HALL

 

According to the town charter, Barnesville has been
voting for its Commissioners on the first Monday in May
from 5-8pm annually from 1912 to 1959 and every two
years after that. 

Voting in Barnesville has taken many forms. Prior to the
renovation of the town hall, Mr. Lillard's garage was the
place to hang out, chat with your neighbors and put
your ballot in the cigar box. A favorite story circulated
through town involves Lib Tolbert asking the town clerk,
Mrs. Jeffers, while conducting the town meeting in Mrs.
Jeffers living room, where the cigar box was. Mrs. Jeffers,
responded, Why, I keep it under the chair you are sitting
in! 

The 2021 version of voting takes into account the
restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic. Perhaps
similar restrictions were imposed during the Flu of 1918.
Voters today have the option of voting absentee as well
as in person at the newly renovated town hall. The town
asks that masks be worn, social distancing practiced,
and entrance times regulated. 

 
 

1944 General Election in Town Hall

2021 Absentee 
Ballot Drop off

Box

House Sparrow egg 

http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/
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MEET THE CANDIDATES 

The following candidates are running for election as Commissioners of Barnesville.  

Maria Castner Miller
 

Maria lives in Barnesville with her husband, Joe, and their 4 teenagers. She grew up in a big family
on a small farm. In high school, she travelled to New Zealand as a Rotary Exchange Student, where
she lived and helped out on much bigger farms. After meeting the Prime Minister of New Zealand
and other diplomats, Maria considered a career in government. While studying at American
University, she worked for US Senator Bill Bradley and a Member of Parliament in the UK, where
she wrote a bill that was presented in the House of Commons. But after law school, Maria joined
the large law firm of Morgan Lewis in DC, and then spent many years as in-house counsel with two
publicly-traded biotech companies, and now has her own legal consulting firm.  But things come
full circle. She found her way back to farmland when she and Joe moved to Barnesville, and
perhaps now she will have the honor to serve in (local) government. 

Mildred Callear
When Mildred Callear and her husband Jim first moved to Barnesville in 1988, she  began
attending the town meetings held in the town clerk’s (Mrs. Jeffers) living room.  Lib Tolbert was
mayor, and Mildred had a front row seat to witness how no issue was too small to garner Lib’s
attention nor no elected official too important to return Lib’s phone call. Barnesville benefited and
the town thrived. When their daughters joined them in 2001, life got busier for Mildred and Jim
and the girls took top billing. In 2011, Mildred got active again in local government and was
elected a Commissioner in 2011 and became mayor in 2017.

 
During her time on the Commission, Mildred has been a member of the Planning Commission and
participated in the rewrite of the Master Plan that has helped the community focus on what is
important for citizens today and in the future. She continues to respond to concerns about traffic
and pedestrian safety, working with her fellow commissioners and traffic safety committee
volunteers to hire off-duty Montgomery County police to help with speed and traffic safety
enforcement and get the county to install stop signs and crosswalks. Her goal is to improve safe
access to all points in the town by installing sidewalks--from Lillards Corner to Town Hall to the
post office.  The town has made progress but there is still more to do--not only being able to walk
to the post office but also to bike or walk to the train station, the elementary school and all points
within the town limits. Mildred looks forward to continuing to address both the challenges and
opportunities for Barnesville, and, in the fine tradition of Lib Tolbert, promises to bend the ear of
our county and state officials when Barnesville needs their support. 

Michael Zuckerman
 

My name is Michael Zuckerman and I have lived in Upper Montgomery County my entire life. My
professional experience is in business management and entrepreneurship. My wife, Lexi and I
moved to Barnesville in 2019 with our two dogs, Bogey and Sedona. Since that time I have grown
especially fond of our town. I am looking forward to working with all of my neighbors and town's
people to see that today and in the future Barnesville can grow and adapt to ever present
challenges, all the while ensuring that Barnesville continues to be the kind of place that we all so
lovingly call home.



LILLARD’S CORNER
 

It is time to enjoy our new park! The Phase 1 improvements are complete, the bird boxes are in
and being monitored by Abby Stumpf, and now we get to see how it looks as the growing season
progresses.  The tables on the plaza were used for an event for the first time on April 17 when the
volunteer road clean-up crew enjoyed a snack after their hard work.  

There are planting beds and shrubs around the plaza that should leaf out soon.  The park
committee will be putting a few more plants around the park sign soon.  And the wildflower
border along the fence will get some volunteer attention to pull weeds later this spring.  For those
who may be wondering, there are some bare spots in the planting beds where larger shrubs are
intended to go.  Since cicadas may damage young shrubs, we are waiting until this fall to plant
some redbuds.  

And we have had some questions about the lack of a defined walking path to get to the plaza.  We
are hopeful that the County may install the long-awaited sidewalk/walking path to the post office
relatively soon. Once the shrubs and the sidewalk are in, we intend to establish the best places to
access the plaza.  Meanwhile, please walk over the mulched area and try to avoid the young
plants.

 

P A G E  0 8

APR I L   2 0 2 1  I S S U E  

 
THANK YOU! 

THANK YOU TO BOTH THE MONOCACY GARDEN CLUB AND THE LION'S CLUB
FOR HELPING TO KEEP OUR PART OF THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL. 

The Garden Club has weeded, mulched, and
planted flowers at the Town Hall, two town
sign boxes and at the Barnesville Train Station
in lieu of their April meeting for many years.
The tradition lives on! 

This year, the Lion's Club, along with the town's
Beautification Committee and the
Commissioners, walked up and down
Barnesville Road, Beallsville Road, and Old
Hundred Road, picking up trash.



Lib Tolbert's Peach Pie
1 unbaked pie shell                    2 eggs
1 cup sugar                            2 tbspns melted OLEO (margarine/butter
2 tablespoons flour                   1 tbspns milk
Slice Peaches vertically

Beat eggs together. Mix sugar and flour together.  Add Melted Oleo and milk to eggs,
sugar and flour. Arrange peaches in pie shell - 2 layers in 9" pie plate.  Pour in custard
mixture.  Bake 400 degrees for 10 minutes.  Turn down to 325 degrees and bake 20
more minutes.  
Submitted by Carol Glasgow Perlmeter
 

,
In 1970, St. Mary’s  Church
produced a cookbook called
“Sugarloaf Cookery” that was
full of local resident recipes.
Here  are two submitted by
our Mayor Emeritus, Elizabeth
Tolbert, or as she was known,
“Miss Lib”.

 
 
 

Enjoy! If you’d like to share an old recipe or one of your
favorite current recipes along with an explanation,

please send a copy to Susan at sdpearcy@comcast.net
or directly to the Tidbit. Thanks
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Carol Perlmeter
submitted the recipe
for peach pie at
Barnesville's Harvest
Day 2020, sharing
happy memories of
making peach pies
with Miss Lib during
the Civil War
Reenactment.  

mailto:sdpearcy@comcast.net

