
THE BARNESVILLE TIDBIT 

SEPTEMBER 2021 ISSUE 

TOWN EVENTS
 

All town meetings or events are 
 being conducted virtually or
outdoors until further notice.
Events at the town hall are
suspended until gatherings are
safe. Town meetings usually are
held the third Monday of the
month (4th Monday if 3rd Monday
falls on holiday).   Events may be
added to the schedule in addition
to the events listed below. Check
the website for more complete
information. Contact
clerk.bmd@gmail.com for zoom
information.

Town Meeting: September 20 at
7:30pm 

Barnesville Baptist Church
150th Anniversary Celebration:
September 24, 25, 26.  See page
7,8 for more details.

Big Trash Pick-up: October 6 

Town Meeting: October 18 at
7:30pm

Halloween Trick or Treating:
October 31 at 5:30pm

Town Meeting: November 15 at
7:30pm 

Holiday Party and Caroling
(Tentative): December 19  

 
 

 Contact Information:

 Mildred Callear (Mayor): mildredcallear@gmail.com

 Maria Castner Miller
(Commissioner):maria.castner.miller@gmail.com 

 Mike Zuckerman (Commissioner):mike@mocobuilder.com 

 Tracey Bodo (Town Clerk): clerk.bmd@gmail.com

 Website: www.barnesvillemd.org 

  The Town of Barnesville Plants an Extra Row at the
Town Hall.  For more information on the program,

see page 9. 

http://www.barnesvillemd.org/
http://www.barnesvillemd.org/


Beautification Committee:  The Beautification
Committee consists of Lisa Hilton (Chair), Jane
Thompson, and Jan Lillard Burdette. The
Beautification Committee has tried this summer
to help maintain the town beds and watering of
Lillard's Corner.  The weather has been a little
hot and dry to say the least.  We are hoping to
regroup this fall and come out with some new
ideas to beautify the town.  Let us know if you
are interested in joining our committee. 

Planning Commission: The Planning
Commission consists of Woody Bailey (Chair),
Meg Menke, Judy Stone, Cynthia Jennings Field,
and Mildred Callear. The Planning Commission
did not meet over the summer. The Planning
Commission will start up its meetings once it is
tasked by the Commissioners on how to
proceed with the recommendations made in the
Master Plan. The Commission continues to
review building permits and related matters.

Sustainable Barnesville (formerly the Green
Team) is co-chaired by Joyce Bailey and Audrey
Morris with Lauren Greenberger, Julee Evans,
Jane Thompson, Veronica O'Connor, Anne
Sturm, Linda Pepe, Tina Brown, Julie Super, Deb
Dresser, and Carole Bewley as members.

In 2018, the town registered with the
Sustainable Maryland program to work toward
certification as a leading municipality in the
efforts to develop ways to sustain our lifestyle
and preserve the natural resources around us. 
 The concept of Sustainable Maryland is
described on their website: 

Sustainable Maryland is a certification program for
municipalities in Maryland that want to go green,
save money and take steps to sustain their quality
of life over the long term.  Sustainable Maryland
Certification is a prestigious designation for
municipal governments in Maryland. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
 If you are interested in joining any of the committees, please contact the town clerk at clerk.bmd@gmail.com

Municipalities that achieve the certification are
considered by their peers, by state government,
and by the experts and civic organizations in
Maryland, to be among the leading municipalities.
The certification is a rigorous and meaningful
designation.

Over the past three years, members of the
Sustainable Barnesville committee have worked
along with the town commissioners on projects
and events that will qualify the town for the
certification. Some of these included talks on
gardening for pollinators, composting, well and
septic maintenance and forest bathing. In
addition, the town’s recent efforts such as
sponsoring well water testing discounts, buying
larger rolling recycling bins, developing Lillard’s
Corner and working to develop sidewalks and
stormwater management improvements are all
activities that will sustain our way of life in
Barnesville. A few critical steps remain before we
can apply for certification. But efforts will
continue in the fall.

Unfortunately, the pandemic has caused us to
suspend our in-person activities. The committee
has been meeting virtually until a summer hiatus.
We will resume virtual meetings in the fall and are
looking for any ideas that residents may have for
virtual or outdoor events. Sustainable Barnesville
is always open to new members and new ideas.
Please contact us through the town email address
if you want to be added to our committee’s email
list.

Event Committee: The Event Committee consists
of Cherry Barr (Chair), Holly Larisch, Tina Brown,
Clare Smith, Darina Callear, Dalis Davidson, Susan
Pearcy, Carol Perlmeter, Veronica O'Connor, and
Abby Stumpf. 



Traffic Committee: The Traffic Committee, 
 chaired by Jim Brown, notes a dramatic
uptick in traffic and speeding over the past 3
months as people are getting vaccinated and
returning to normal travel patterns. 

During May, June, and July a combined 183
citations were issued. Of these, 85% were for
speeding; the remainder were for stop sign
blow-thrus. Three warnings were issued to
Town residents. Bonnie Brown reports many
stop sign violations when patrols are not
present. 

With help from Commissioner Mike
Zuckerman and Jason with Streethawk, the
town had an exchange of emails between the
Mayor and the new Director of the County
Police Camera Program, James Brown. (Yes
another one, although our Jim Brown prefers
Jim). Mr. James Brown said there is no
immediate plan to replace our permanent
cameras with newer cameras at this time,
contrary to rumors. However, the county is
modernizing the whole program.   Should
Barnesville lose our 2 permanent cameras,
the Mayor told Mr. Brown that the Town
would strongly insist on receiving one of the
newer cameras that can be moved to 4
different locations. If that should happen, 4
permanent camera platforms would have to
be created.  That may require some cost-
sharing between the town and the County. So
bottom line --  no changes planned for this
year but there may be some negotiations
ahead. A return of ticket revenue in 2022 is
expected with the return of traffic volume at
pre-pandemic levels.  

Several residents heading to and from the
MARC station have requested increased
enforcement from 6 to 8 patrols a month due
to increased speeding and volume. 
The widening of 270 below 370 is expected to
increase traffic levels as well. So it's wise that
we keep our traffic calming program going. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS (cont'd)
 
 
 

The event committee plays an active role in
fostering community involvement and
connection. Not to be outdone by pandemic
restrictions, the Committee hosted a variety of
virtual events this past year.  Barnesville Creates...
called upon our local artists to demonstrate their
skills.  A speaker series included anthropologists,
sociologists, local community leaders, a state
senator, and the county Rainscapes coordinator.
The Event Committee pulled together a Winter
Extravaganza including a Greens Workshop
featuring Monocacy Garden Club, holiday crafts
with Dalis Davidson, gingerbread houses with
Darina Callear, and Santa's ride through town on
the back of a pick-up truck.  Cherry Barr and Carol
Perlmeter put together welcome packets for our
new residents. Susan Pearcy is gathering recipes
to include in the Tidbit (See Page 5) 

In May, the Event Committee sponsored the first
of what it hopes is many events focused on
Barnesville's history. Led by moderator Steve
Vogel, William Price, Richard Tolbert, and
William's sister, Betsy, entertained many via zoom
about their experiences growing up in Barnesville.
The Committee hopes to explore similar
presentations about families who have lived in
Barnesville for several generations.  More to
come...

Commissioner Maria Castner Miller initiated a
community-wide Barnesville Yard Sale on August
28th. The town provided signage and decorative
flags to help direct traffic to the individual
locations. 

The town is hopeful that trick-or-treating will
resume along Barnesville Road this Halloween.
Stay tuned for more details from the
Commissioners as October 31 draws near.

The Committee will be meeting in the Fall to come
up with ways for town residents to connect with
one another. Please email the town clerk if you
are interested in joining the Event Committee or if
there are certain programs you would like to see. 
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If you are interested in joining any of the committees, please contact the town clerk at clerk.bmd@gmail.com

http://gmail.com/


MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
 

It is the end of summer, but unfortunately not the end of COVID yet. Certainly, a year ago, none of us
thought we would now be experiencing another wave of COVID impacts. Our county overall has seen
escalating cases and, even though so many of us are vaccinated, COVID is still
spreading. But it is that high vaccination rate that is protecting us from the crisis situations that are
developing in other parts of the country. The Town Commissioners had planned to reopen fully in
September but now that the county has had to reinstate indoor masking, we realize that
in-person meetings may not be as conducive to discussion as our last year of Zoom meetings has been.
Stay tuned for updates but at this point, we may be extending our virtual approach to meetings.

Thanks to all who have had a hand in getting Lillard's Corner off to a great first season. The plantings are
coming in nicely and several of you have assisted us in weeding and watering, which has been so critical
during our hottest weeks. We hope to get the water feature
in the park connected to the old stone well and hopefully use the well to water plantings in the coming
season. A shout out to Sustainable Barnesville and Anne Sturm who have placed the bluebird boxes in
the park. Anne reported that Lillard Corner's first generation of bluebirds has fledged and they are
hopefully gracing the town.

Many of you are following the planning process that Frederick County is undertaking to examine the
future of Sugarloaf Mountain's treasured landscapes. Our own Tina Brown has served on the
stakeholder advisory group representing Sugarloaf Citizens Association and all of us for more than 19
months and participated in the public hearings held recently. This process deserves heightened attention
from all of us because there appear to be some developer interests that have only recently been injected
into the planning and are in direct conflict with our desires to preserve this landscape. The Town will be
making its views known and keeping Montgomery County officials apprised of our position as well given
that this landscape affects both counties. I hope you will all make your voices heard. As Tina has said, our
community identifies itself with Sugarloaf Mountain and we need to do our best to make sure it is
protected.

Finally, we had a great turnout for Barnesville’s first community-wide yard sale on August 28. Lots of
treasures were passed along and the rain held off until late in the 
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NOTES FROM THE COMMISSIONERS
Happy Summer everyone! It seems to have flown by and I can’t believe my kids are already
going back to school. (In-person, but with masks…we’ll take it!) Life during the pandemic has
been a roller coaster and I’m struck by how often we can’t see the next loop. Despite the
uncertainties, though, I find peace and reassurance every time I step outside. We have a real
sanctuary in Barnesville. Of course, we will have to stay firm and united in order to protect it.
We have a lot going on, for a small town. I look forward to working alongside all of you and
getting to know you in the process. Best regards, Maria

day -perfect timing! See the photo of Commissioner Maria
Miller's family hard at work--she had this great idea, worked on
it with the Events Committee, and with Holly Larisch's help on
signage and communication, made it happen.   Thanks for the
invaluable help from our town clerk, Tracey, and from Jim
Brown who put out all the safety cones so shoppers could feel
a little safer.  Could be the start of an annual tradition so give
us your feedback and stay tuned!  Enjoy the last weeks of
summer and the last bounty from your gardens!  Stay safe, 
 Mildred Callear



Sidewalks:  Surveyors will measure the
actual boundaries of the proposed path
from Lillard's Corner to the Post Office. The
Town continues to work with the County,
SHA, and the landowner in getting a
sidewalk built from the intersection of
Barnesville and Beallsville Road to the Post
Office.  

American Rescue Plan: The Town has filed
the proper documentation with the federal
government that is required in order to
receive funds as stipulated in the plan.  The
Town is exploring two possible avenues. 
 One is to demonstrate that the Covid
pandemic reduced traffic resulting in a
revenue shortfall due to the loss of speed
camera revenue.  The other avenue may be
in the area of stormwater management and
other infrastructure issues.  The
Commissioners are waiting for the final
Treasury guidance to be released.
 
 

Stormwater Management: The Town
was awarded a grant for $14,960 from the
Chesapeake Bay Trust, the US EPA Region
3, and the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources for funding for a
concept design addressing stormwater
issues at the intersection of Barnesville
Road and West Harris Road.  The
Contractor, Charles P. Johnson, Inc.,
submitted their final concept design.  This
plan was submitted to the Chesapeake
Bay Trust, in fulfillment of the Grant.  The
town presented the final plan to St. Mary's
Church and Montgomery County and
hopes to work with the Church and the
County in engineered design and
implementation. 

Lillard’s Corner: See the story on Page 8
for an update.
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TOWN HIGHLIGHTS 

BARNESVILLE RECIPESBARNESVILLE RECIPES

Here is Donna Mitchell's recipe for Mexican chicken soup. Living in Barnesville for 40 years and
raising 6 children here, she always made large pots of soup. 

15 beans soup packet
3 chicken breast
Diced Garlic
Diced onion
1 package of Fajita mix
1 can green chili peppers
2 boxes chicken broth
Assortment of vegetables

Rinse beans and soak in water overnight.  Boil and shred chicken. Drain beans and add to the
rest of the ingredients. Cook in crockpot till beans are of desired constancy. Serve topped with
tortilla chips and sour cream.
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DULY NOTED 

 
Our own Marina Callear had a great opportunity recently.
Marina is a graduate of Project SEARCH National Institutes
of Health (NIH) and now employed at NIH. She and her
colleagues had the opportunity to meet Dr. Anthony Fauci,
Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) and Chief Medical Advisor to the President.
Dr. Fauci held a meet and greet for the post hires, at the
NIH Clinical Center, in recognition of their essential work
during the pandemic. Each of the post hires introduced
themselves and told Dr. Fauci about

   
Many thanks to Clare Smith for providing these book suggestions.  Please send an email to
clerk.bmd@gmail.com with any suggestions for future Tidbit issues. 

The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray tells the true story of
Belle de Costa Greene, a Black woman who worked as J.P. Morgan's personal librarian. 

White Feminism: From the Suffragettes to Influencers and Who They Leave Behind by Koa Beck is an
interesting discussion on the history of feminism and its connection with race and racism.

Vernon Subutex by Virginie Despentes (translated from French) is a series about Vernon Subutex
(and his friends) as he navigates the loss of his record shop, the death of his friends, and
homelessness in contemporary Paris. 

The Paris Library by Janet Skelsien Charles is based on the heroic and captivating actions of the
librarians at the American Library in Paris during the Second World War. 

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton is an always enjoyable classic novel set in NYC during the
Gilded Age, with observations and criticisms on the American class system and society. 

BARNESVILLE BOOK CORNER 

their role at NIH. What a fantastic experience! Even more exciting for Marina was that she saw Dr.
Fauci again recently in the building and he recognized her and stopped and said hello.
Congratulations, Marina, on your great experience but also for your daily work to make sure that
those at NIH who are helping us control the pandemic can feel secure that they themselves have a
safe, clean environment in the NIH clinical center.

Congratulations to Bill and Shirley Hilton who
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in July. They
started their married life above the funeral home in the
small apartment. They then built the current home they
live in and raised their 3 boys: Woody, Timmy, and Brent.
They have 4 grandchildren and 2 daughters-in-law that all
live locally. We celebrated by having all their dear family
and friends send them cards on their special day. The
family then gathered at Comus Inn for a lovely dinner and
sunset views.
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BARNESVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH CELEBRATES ITS 150TH
ANNIVERSARY

Lee C. Michael, BBC Church Historian
 

Barnesville Baptist Church (BBC) in Barnesville, Maryland is celebrating its 150th anniversary this
September with a three-day weekend event. BBC was founded on September 24, 1871, by Rev.
Joseph Hawkins Jones, one of 22 charter members to sign the church covenant. Barnesville Baptist
has grown over the last century and a half from a small congregation servicing its local community
to drawing worshipers from across upcounty Montgomery County and nearby Frederick County. In
its Montgomery County, Maryland Baptist association, BBC is the fifth-oldest church and the oldest
congregation still worshiping at its original church site and building. The church bell was installed in
1916, electric lights were first used in 1930, and the Sunday School wing was built from 1954 to
1956.  

Elnora Caudell, a 57-year member, recalled stories of how Deacon E.T. Dixon would bring a wagon
full of wood to the church on cold Sundays to start fires in the iron stoves for warmth.  Barbara
Swank, a lifelong member, remembered as a child that Sunday School classes were held in different
corners of the sanctuary before the Sunday School wing was completed.  Her girls’ class met in the
balcony and she would sit at least one pew row away from the railing because she didn’t like
heights!

The congregation’s archives reveal a legacy stretching back even farther. Lee Michael, the church
historian, explained, “Rev. Jones, the founding pastor, was an early Baptist preacher in Montgomery
and Frederick counties. Jones began preaching in 1818 and first pastored the Rockville and Upper
Seneca Baptist churches. He rode over 2,000 miles a year on horseback serving distant
congregations before settling in Frederick, MD in 1845. Jones started preaching in Barnesville before
the Civil War and founded the church he called his “monument” before dying only three months
later”.

For its first 80 years, BBC shared circuit-riding preachers with other local Baptist churches. Founding
church families had surnames like Darby, Hilton, Griffith, Sellman, and White, reflecting western
Montgomery County’s agricultural heritage. After World War II, BBC pastors had longer tenures, so
they were able to develop deeper roots in the local community and expand the church’s ministries
and outreach.

Rev. Danny Moore, pastor at Barnesville Baptist since 2015, remarked, “The one thing that has come
to mind to all of us as we look back at 150 years of ministry is that there is plenty more work to do.
What is encouraging is that God has been faithful, past, present, and future. And as long as we stay
faithful, the Gospel will go out from Barnesville”.
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The Barnesville Baptist Church in 1952 and 2021.  The church's cornerstone was laid in 1869.



LILLARD’S CORNER

The concept of our passive park was to create a natural space in the center of town that residents
could enjoy and that would be inviting to native birds and pollinators.  The bird boxes that were placed
in the park were a resounding success, as our volunteer monitors saw 4-5 Eastern Bluebirds
successfully fledged – after a summer of weekly house sparrow control.   This effort took a village
(Anne Sturm, Woody and Joyce Bailey, Stan and Beth Fisher, Veronica O’Connor and Abby Stumpf) but
proved that Barnesville is great habitat for people and the birds and bees. Hopefully, the young
bluebirds all survive and serenade residents through the seasons. 

On the property adjoining the park, the Purple Martin House was also successful in attracting Purple
Martins right away. That effort was staffed by some of the same volunteers as well as Chet Anderson
and Richard Tolbert.

The first summer at the park has presented some challenges as the plant materials need weeding and
watering, at least until they are established.  The dry spell in late July – early August has not helped. 
 The town will be looking at ways to maintain and water the plant materials over the coming seasons.  
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After pandemic restrictions prevented in-person services in 2020 and 2021, BBC expanded its live-
streaming services so that the church didn’t miss a Sunday due to COVID-19. Today, Barnesville
Baptist offers in-person and online services and Bible studies to worshipers across the United States
and as far away as Africa and Asia. Several local nursing homes and rehabilitation centers regularly
broadcast BBC services. The church has also started publishing podcasts to reach a younger
audience.

Pastor Moore reflected on the many challenges and changes Barnesville Baptist adapted to since
2020, saying, “I believe that the pandemic has opened our eyes to new and interesting ways to reach
out with the Gospel like never before. Because of this, the unity of the church is strong, and the
sense of purpose has brought about a revival to the church body and the ones we’re reaching out
to”.

The church has started celebrating its 150th birthday already, with members sporting custom polo
shirts, historical articles in the monthly newsletter, and a commemorative white oak tree planting in
the churchyard. In the weeks leading up to the anniversary weekend, hymns will be sung out of the
church’s archive of songbooks from the 1800s. The theme of the anniversary is “Celebrating 150
Years of God’s Faithfulness”.

Pastor Moore commented, “As we celebrate and remember God’s blessing over the last 150 years of
ministry at Barnesville Baptist, that has given us a new awareness and joy as we look forward to the
future to see how God will use us”.

The September celebration will take place over three days. On Friday the 24th, the actual 150th
anniversary, is History Night, where the church’s founding and early history will be discussed
at 7:00 pm. Saturday the 25th is the Open House and Fellowship Picnic from noon to 4:00 pm,
with special guest speakers, historical exhibits, and a barbeque lunch catered by Dickerson
Market. On Sunday the 26th will be an expanded worship service starting at 9:45 am. Those
interested in attending should contact Jan Burdette for parking planning purposes. 

 



PLANT AN EXTRA ROW
 

The Bounty of Summer by Joyce Bailey
 

As I walked through my vegetable garden this morning, surrounded by tomatoes ripening on the
vine, green beans growing longer and fatter by the day, and lots of leeks in need of harvest and a
good home, I was reminded of how lucky we are to live in this area, where vegetables and fruits
grow with such abundance. In gratitude for such abundance, many of us want to share this extra
produce with those who are currently experiencing food scarcity.

To make that easier, we now have drop-off spots for our extra produce seven days a week.
Monday-Friday: drop off your produce at WUMCO (17550 W. Willard Rd, Poolesville, MD) from 9am
to noon. As a community, we have been doing this for two years now and WUMCO is delighted to
have fresh fruits and vegetables to share with others.

Saturday and Sunday: drop off your produce at Locals' newly opened community cold shed from 8
am to 3 pm.

The community cold shed is located at Locals (19929 Fisher Ave, Poolesville MD) behind Poolesville
Townhall. Park on the side of the building where you will see a sign for the donation shed. Once
inside, you will see a notebook to sign your name and indicate what you brought. Then continue
through the insulated door to the cold part of the shed and place your donation in the crates on the
left-hand side marked “Plant an Extra Row” and “Produce donations”. Please make sure that you
close the insulated door tightly when you leave the cold storage section of the shed. Detailed
directions are posted inside the shed as well. Jenny Freeman will be stopping by to pick up the
produce and get it to WUMCO and other area food bank groups. Feel free to contact her at (301)
377-4267 with additional questions about the cold shed.  So, the next time you walk through your
garden, if you have too many squash or tomatoes, or any other fruits and vegetables, bring them to
WUMCO or the cold storage shed at Locals. It has never been easier, and no donation is too small. If
you are receiving a CSA share and can’t eat everything, please consider passing that along as well.
Some people are even purchasing extra produce at our local farm markets and donating that.
Together we can each make a difference and help to improve the quality of life for everyone in our
little corner of the world.
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