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THE BARNESVILLE TIDBIT
TOWN EVENTS
All town meetings or events are being
conducted virtually or outdoors until
further notice. Events at the town hall
are suspended until gatherings are
safe. Town meetings usually are held
the third Monday of the month (4th
Monday if 3rd Monday falls on
holiday). Events may be added to the
schedule in addition to the events
listed below. Check the website for
more complete information. Contact
clerk.bmd@gmail.com for zoom
information.

Valentine's Craft: February 11 at
4pm
Virtual Town Dinner: February 21
at 5:30pm. Virtual Pizza Party. More
details to follow.
Discussion of Montgomery County
Climate Action Plan (CAP):
February 24 at 7pm.
Town Meeting: March 15 at
7:30pm
Volunteers planting at Lillard's Corner

Contact Information:
Mildred Callear (Mayor): mildredcallear@gmail.com

Town Meeting: April 19 at 7:30pm
Town Elections: May 3. Time to be
announced

Audrey Morris (Commissioner): amorris9331@yahoo.com

Town Meeting: May 17 at 7:30pm

Holly Larisch (Commissioner): hal.larisch@gmail.com

Big Trash Pick-up: June 2

Tracey Bodo (Town Clerk): clerk.bmd@gmail.com
Website: www.barnesvillemd.org

Budget Meeting: June 7 at 7:30pm
Town Meeting: June 21 at 7:30pm

JANUARY 2021 ISSUE

COMMITTEE REPORTS

If you are interested in joining any of the committees, please contact the town clerk at clerk.bmd@gmail.com

Beautification Committee: The Beautification
Committee consists of Lisa Hilton (Chair), Jane
Thompson, and Jan Lillard Burdette. The
Beautification Committee has mostly been
inactive the last several months except for
helping to plant the perennials and
shrubs/trees at Lillard's Corner. Under the
supervision of Lauren Greenberger, several
town residents and commissioners worked two
days planting under beautiful winter skies. We
cannot wait to see our results come Spring.
The Monocacy Garden Club and our
committee will be weeding, mulching, and
planting the town beds, town hall, and the
Barnesville Train Station sometime in early to
mid-April. As we start getting into the warmer
days ahead, the Beautification Committee
encourages all landowners that are street front
to consider cleaning up trash near the roads.
The trash is so much easier to see before the
spring growing season begins. Looking forward
to sunny, warmer days to come.
Sustainable Barnesville (formerly the Green
Team) is cochaired by Joyce Bailey and Audrey
Morris with Lauren Greenberger, Julee Evans,
Jane Thompson, Veronica O'Connor, Anne
Sturm, Linda Pepe, Tina Brown, Julie Soper,
Deb Dresser, and Carole Bewley as members.
After a winter break, the Sustainable
Barnesville committee met on February 8. The
committee welcomes participation from
anyone in the surrounding community. Please
contact the town clerk to get the Zoom
information if you would like to join this
group.
In the next installment of our occasional
speaker series, we are sponsoring a talk on
the newly announced Montgomery County
Draft Climate Action Plan.
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The CAP sets ambitious goals for addressing
climate change in the county and is the result
of a large effort to develop concrete plans for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the
county in an equitable manner. Please join us
on February 24 at 7 pm. There will be time to
ask questions and voice your support as well as
any concerns you might have. Again, contact
the town clerk for the Zoom link. There are
many different definitions of the word
“sustainable” and last year the Sustainable
Barnesville committee looked for ways to help
sustain members of the community who are
suffering economic and social hardship due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Without much
advance notice, the group started the “Plant an
Extra Row” effort to encourage vegetable
gardeners to increase their yields and
contribute excess produce to food banks in our
area. Over 1000 lbs. of produce went to
WUMCO from this effort. As the pandemic
continues, we are reminding gardeners of this
effort as they plan their vegetable gardens for
this year. See Joyce Bailey’s garden planning
suggestions in this issue.
Planning Commission: The Planning
Commission consists of Woody Bailey (Chair),
Meg Menke, Judy Stone, Cynthia Jennings Field,
and Mildred Callear. The Planning Commission
held its last meeting on November 14, 2020.
The final draft of the Master Plan was
approved and submitted to the Town
Commissioners. There have been no Planning
Commission meetings since then. The next
meeting is expected to be in March 2021.
Please check the Town website for the
announcement. A permit was reviewed and
approved for a new sign for the Hilton Funeral
Home.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (cont'd)

If you are interested in joining any of the committees, please contact the town clerk at clerk.bmd@gmail.com

Event Committee: The Event Committee
consists of Cherry Barr (Chair), Holly Larisch,
Tina Brown, Clare Smith, Darina Callear, Dalis
Davidson, Susan Pearcy, Carol Perlmeter,
Veronica O'Connor and Abby Stumpf. Please
email the town clerk if you are interested in
joining the committee or if there are certain
programs you would like to see.
It truly was a Winter Extravaganza starting off
with a Greens Workshop coordinated with the
Monocacy Garden Club. A seamless,
professional demonstration of winter greens
making featured Linda Pepe as the moderator
and Lisa Hilton, Carole Johnson, and Kathy
Noble as the designers. Participants learned
how to make an outdoor arrangement, a door
swag and a winter floral arrangement. Dalis
Davidson taught us how to make dried orange
and cranberry garlands and orange pomanders
to spice up our decorations. Darina Callear
provided her expertise and guided a number of
children and adults in creating picture perfect
gingerbread houses. And this was all done using
zoom. And don't forget Santa, who rode
through town and its environs on the back of a
pick-up truck!

Pictures of these events are on page 10.
Watch your emails for upcoming events.
Traffic Committee: The Traffic Committee,
chaired by Jim Brown, consists of William
Price, Cherry Barr, Jaime Field, Cynthia
Jennings Field, Jane Thompson, Tina Brown,
Steve Findlay, and Mike Zuckerman.
Streethawk continues to issue tickets to
speeders and stop-sign runners. the Traffic
Committee has recently voted to reject asking
SHA to paint white stripes on our roads like in
Comus. The vote was almost unanimous that
it would change the feeling of the Town too
much and there was a question about how
effective it would be.
One of our members is arranging a zoom
briefing for the Committee with SHA and a
company who sells speed control signs that
show the driver how fast they are going and
sends data to the cloud. This data would in
fact build our case with the County for the
MARC camera and perhaps one in front of
St.Marys as recommended by Streethawk.

Community Farm Share: By Joyce Bailey
Sustainable Barnesville is working with a newly formed local group, Community Farm Share (CFS),
to support families in our community facing food insecurity and our local farmers. The goal of CFS
is to enable individuals and organizations to donate money toward the purchase of a CSA farm
share to be given to a family facing food insecurity. CFS purchases farm shares from one of 7 local
participating farms, and in partnership with WUMCO Help and other local service providers,
identifies families facing food insecurity and delivers the weekly CSA box of fresh nutritious
produce to the families throughout the growing season.
Food insecure families benefit by gaining weekly access to fresh, healthy, nutrient dense seasonal
produce otherwise not easily accessible. Local table-crop farmers benefit by earning income for
growing nutritious produce that sustains us all. Using organic, regenerative farming practices
benefits the earth by reducing the amount of harmful chemicals released into the environment,
and keeping the carbon footprint low through local food consumption..
With one donation, donors provide critical support to the strained food system: supporting local
farmers, helping families who are facing food insecurity, and supporting our environment.
To learn more, visit the Community FarmShare website to donate and learn more about this and
other local food initiatives to help our neighbors. https://www.communityfarmshare.org/ And a
reminder to everyone who purchases a CSA this year, if you receive more vegetables than you can
use, consider donating the extra to WUMCO. They are delighted to receive fresh produce.
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
We are making it through this winter. The recent snow and colder weather is a reminder that even
global warming is not a one-way street. Nor is emerging from the pandemic. We are soon closing in
on a full year of a very changed environment, one where we see the impacts rise and then moderate
only to rise again. The virus vaccines are a huge step forward—we are all hoping that the delivery
can ramp up to meet the again rising impacts we are seeing. The Town of Barnesville had the
opportunity to provide a letter of support for a vaccine clinic in the upcounty to Governor Larry
Hogan and our District 15 state delegation. Thanks to Lisa Hilton for letting us know that Dr. Amar
Duggirala of Poolesville Family Practice has been working hard to try to get access to vaccine supply
to set up clinics for inoculation of our largely rural and aging population in the Agricultural Reserve.
The Town received almost immediate replies from our District 15 delegates who are very
supportive and willing to press the issue with the State health officials. While there is not immediate
optimism on supply availability, that situation is improving too with the potential for new vaccines to
be brought on line. We will keep tracking this issue so let us know if you hear of more opportunities
for the Town to weigh in.
As you can see from the article in this edition of the Tidbit, we are going to be having a town election
in May and two of our commissioners are not seeking re-election. I hope that you will consider
running. Even a small town requires a team effort, something that Barnesville has demonstrated it
does very well through our dedicated commissioners, various committees and other initiatives. The
good news is that Holly Larisch and Audrey Morris have laid amazing groundwork for the town to
continue progress in so many important areas. Even better news is that they will continue to
actively volunteer and be available for consultation to the Commissioners. Please consider
becoming a part of town government at the level where the rubber really does meet the road!
I also want to take this opportunity to welcome our new residents—as mentioned elsewhere in the
Tidbit, this is an unprecedented number of new families moving to town within a few months. I am
very excited to think about the new energy and talent they bring to town and look forward to their
participation in our virtual activities. As the weather warms up and we can safely be outdoors, I
hope we will be able to meet them in person.
Until then, stay well and enjoy the wintry transformation of our countryside!
Best,
Mildred

BARNESVILLE CREATES!
The Barnesville Event Committee has started a
new program in addition to its Speaker Series:
Barnesville Creates! The town is lucky to have so
many creative and talented people willing to
share what they know with others. Right now,
the program is via zoom, but hopefully later in
person. If anyone would like to share some craft
or program with others, please contact the town
clerk at clerk.bmd@gmail.com with your ideas.
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MARYLAND INCOME TAX RETURN
On the first page of the Maryland Resident
Income Tax Return (Form 502) include “ 1601"
as the 4-digit code and the "Town of
Barnesville" as the Maryland Political
Subdivision if you live within town limits. No
additional taxes are assessed. It just means
that a portion of your State taxes is
distributed to the town.
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TOWN HIGHLIGHTS
Sidewalks: The Commissioners have worked with
the landowner and the County in furthering the
process of having a sidewalk from the center of
town to the post office. A letter from the
landowners approving the project has been
submitted to the County. The county has now
submitted the draft plans to the State Highway
Administration for review.
Transportation: M-DOT, MTA and MARC have
supported the installation and use of speed
enforcement measures at the MARC station. The
Traffic Committee is following up with the County
and Craig Rice's office as to status. The town
submitted a letter in support of Maryland SB 199
Transit Safety and Investment that funds needed
transportation and safety issues, particularly as it
relates to MARC.
Traffic Calming: Streethawk is continuing to patrol
on both Barnesville Road and Beallsville Road.
Hours were reduced during the Stay-at-Home
period; however, additional patrols have been
added to address stop-sign runners. Recently,
patrols were advised to focus on significant stopsign runners.

Stormwater Management: The Town was
awarded a grant for $14,960 from the
Chesapeake Bay Trust, the US EPA Region 3,
and the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources for funding for a concept design
addressing stormwater issues at the
intersection of Barnesville Road and West
Harris Road. The Contractor, Charles P.
Johnson, Inc., submitted their concept design,
which is in the process of being reviewed by
the Commissioners, their engineering
contractor and other interested parties. The
final concept design will be submitted to the
Chesapeake Bay Trust in fulfillment of the
grant. The next step in the process will be to
determine the best way to fund and
implement the design suggestions.
The stormwater run-off throughout town is
significant, covers a large area, and has a
number of different causes. The Town is
considering starting a Stormwater
Management Committee to explore the
various problem areas and their solutions.

Lillard’s Corner: See story on Page 8 for update.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW TOWN RESIDENTS
Barnesville's population has increased with a large number of new residents moving in over the last
few months.
Marnie Bernard and Carlos Marroquin moved into the Ruhl's house with their 16 year old son, two
dogs (Rosa and Simba), and Marnie's brother. Marnie is an Urgent Care Physician's Assistant in
Germantown and Carlos is a landscaper.
Shaina and Carlitta Constant Carter are newlyweds who have recently moved to Barnesville (Alan
and Sherri Brown's house) from Washington, DC to be part of the agricultural reserve and celebrate
living in rural bliss with their two poodle puppies. Although both work during the week on a global
program management scale, they are excited to be part of such a local artisan community.
Anna Kelly and Randall Hitchins recently moved to Barnesville (the Garrett's House) with their dog,
Bailey. They run an emission-free lawn care business and enjoy hiking, camping, and caring for their
newly inherited goats.
We look forward to getting to know all of you better in the future!
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DULY NOTED
Brittney Stonestreet, granddaughter of Robert
Stonestreet and daughter of Ben and Teresa
Stonestreet, was married to Robert Egan on
October 31, 2020 in a small ceremony in
Barnesville. The service was held at St. Mary's and
the reception was at the Stonestreet home. This
date was very special to the Stonestreets, because it
was the birthday of Robert Stonestreet who passed
away in January 2019. The Stonestreets originally
planned for a wedding in Pittsburgh, where Brittney
lives, but with Covid switched it to Barnesville. It
was a beautiful weekend celebrating family and
love.

Plant an Extra Row
By Joyce Bailey

For many of us, January and February are our
favorite months of the year to dream about our
gardens and imagine what vegetables and
flowers we might grow. This year, I also thought
about how I could make a slight change in the
shape of my garden and gain “an extra row” to
grow more vegetables for those who are in
need of fresh produce. But there are other
ways of increasing your harvest without literally
increasing the size of your garden. Last year, I
was able to increase my harvest by doing a little
succession planting. After I harvested my garlic
in June, I planted pinto beans in the same spot.
Not only are pinto beans easy to grow and
delicious to eat, but the nitrogen fixing bacteria
that live on their roots replenished the nitrogen
that the garlic removed from the soil in the
process of growing. In another area, I planted a
long row of peas and nearby, a row of sweet
potatoes. By the time the peas had been picked
by the small hands of my grandchildren and
their friends and eaten with abandon, the sweet
potatoes vines were stretching their way into
that area. Voila! Two in the space for one.
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A closer look at my pollinator gardens, rain
garden and planters revealed an opportunity to
tuck a few vegetables here and there among the
flowers. Russian Red Kale creates a lovely green
carpet around the base of Joe Pye weed and
asters. Herbs, kales and lettuces of all colors
and shapes add texture to flowers in planters.
Of course, there are some of us who for a
variety of reasons, do not have vegetable
gardens but do enjoy the delicious local
produce from nearby farms or purchase a CSA
(community sustainable agricultural) share. If
you are thinking of getting a CSA this year and
are concerned you won’t be able to eat it all,
consider bringing the extra to WUMCO. Or
when you buy a box of peaches this summer
consider buying the next larger size and
bringing the extra to WUMCO. I feel very
grateful to live in the Agricultural Reserve, to be
able to have a garden and for having the health
to maintain it. It is a real pleasure to grow some
extra for others. Whether you dreaming dreams
of early spring radishes, or purchasing a CSA,
please keep in mind, our friends and neighbors,
known and unknown, who would love to have
fresh produce at their table this year. And
thanks!
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BARNESVILLE'S NEW WEBSITE
Many, many thanks to Judy Stone for her
tireless effort in volunteering her time,
expertise, and creativity in redesigning the
town's website. It is not only visually appealing
and up-to-date, but also very user-friendly. You
can easily view the site from your mobile device
or your desktop computer. It is much easier to
update information. For example, the dates the
town hall is in use can be entered on the
calendar for all to see.

Some of the website highlights include an
updated history, government documents and
forms, committee activities, notice of upcoming
events, financial information, volunteer
possibilities, and town meeting minutes. When
you have some time, explore
www.barnesvillemd.org

Governing and Volunteerism
The Town of Barnesville is governed by three elected Commissioners and 2021 is an election year.
The election will be held on Monday, May 3. Our Commissioners are volunteers and they are ably
assisted by our town clerk, Tracey Bodo, and many town residents who serve on various committees
that keep the town running.
Commissioners Audrey Morris and Holly Larisch have served in office for 4 years and have both
decided that they will not be running for re-election this year. We hope that others in the community
will decide to run for office. Each commissioner brings unique interests and skills to the job and they
can all be valuable to the town. Keeping the town running smoothly includes day-to-day tasks such
as budgeting, keeping accurate financial records, filing, responding to residents’ concerns and hiring
contractors to keep the town’s properties maintained. But systems to simplify these tasks have been
improved over the past 4 years and are done with the help of the town clerk. The Commissioners
each choose to apply their energy to other projects that are of interest to them. As examples, over
the past 4 years they have worked to improve traffic safety, add sidewalks, promote environmental
awareness, organize more social activities, update the Master Plan, develop better stormwater
management for public areas, improve communications through the reintroduction of The Tidbit and
the refresh of the town website and most recently to develop Lillard’s Corner on the land so
graciously donated by Jan Burdette. Volunteers have helped the Commissioners on most of these
projects.
We encourage other residents of Barnesville to run for commissioner. It is a very fulfilling role.
Audrey points out that she had only lived here for 6 years when she ran for office, so you don’t need
to be a Barnesville “old timer” to help our community. In fact, fresh eyes can sometimes see issues
and solutions that aren’t apparent to those who have lived here for decades and see the town “the
way it’s always been.” It’s a wonderful way to get to know your Barnesville neighbors.So please be an
active participant in our upcoming town election this year. Consider running for commissioner if you
can, take an interest in the town’s affairs, get to know the people who do run for office and
especially, please vote on May 3 in our town election.
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LILLARD’S CORNER – ALREADY BRINGING THE COMMUNITY
TOGETHER
By Audrey Morris
As we have put the finishing touches on the Phase 1 improvements to Lillard’s Corner, the spirit of
our community has been in full view. Early in December, volunteers took advantage of 2 days of
nice weather to plant the shrubs and perennials around the patio area. The plants are all native
species and many of them will provide habitat for pollinators. Thank you to Lauren Greenberger,
who obtained the plants for us at steeply discounted prices. And thank you to the planting crew
primarily comprised of members of the town’s Beautification and Sustainable Barnesville
Committees, including Lauren, Woody and Lisa Hilton, Holly Larisch, Joey Werble, Jan Burdette, Tina
Brown, Joyce Bailey and Jane Thompson. Two shade trees that had been tended in pots since our
“tree giveaway” in June were also planted – requiring a good deal of back-breaking effort to dig those
holes! With a little cooperation from Potomac Edison, we were able to plug the holiday lights into the
new electric service in the park, putting an end to the charming Barnesville tradition of running
extension cords to the Tolberts’ house!
In January, our efforts to create a wildlife habitat at the park continued when the bird enthusiasts on
the Sustainable Barnesville committee (Anne Sturm, Woody and Joyce Bailey) placed 2 bird houses in
the lower end of the park – a third one is coming soon. There are 3 different styles of bluebird
boxes. Anne Sturm will be monitoring the boxes to see which attract bluebirds and discourage
invasive nonnative species like English Sparrows. Although the birdhouses are intended for
bluebirds, we will welcome other small native cavity nesters like chickadees.
Now that the sign is up, the park improvements are nearly complete. The last project will be the
installation of permanent tables and seats on the patio. These heavy-duty pieces arrived
unassembled in multiple crates. With the mentoring of William Price, Chris Parsley and his sons,
Andrew and James, took on this real-life erector-set project. The tables are ready to be installed
once the park contractor can come back to do a little more concrete work. Lillard’s Corner will be
ready to be enjoyed by the community when the warmer weather comes!

Recipe Book
The Event Committee is putting together a simple recipe book, to be enjoyed by current town
residents as well as put in the Welcome Packet that is under construction. Please share a recipe that
may have a connection to the town (perhaps one of Ms. Lib's favorites), or just a good recipe that
you would like to share. If there is a story that goes along with the recipe, include that as well.
Ideally, we would like at least one recipe from each family. Send a copy of your recipe contribution
to clerk.bmd@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON BARNESVILLE METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH CEMETERY
The Barnesville Methodist Episcopal Church was organized on a half-acre property along Barnesville
Road according to a deed dated November 17, 1845. The two-story structure was built in 1843 with a
burying ground located behind it, of which the first known burial was Isaac Bell in August 1844. The
church building is long gone though the last recorded mentions of it were a wedding of James E.
Thompson and Anna M. Hodges (Evening Star, Wash, DC November 6, 1893 ) and the election of
Messrs. Windsor Hodges and Frank Roberson as the church's Sunday school representatives to the
county (Evening Star, Wash., DC, May 19, 1896)
The cemetery was rediscovered in 2008 while searching for family members connected to people
buried at Monocacy Cemetery. The condition of the cemetery was disastrous with broken grave
markers scattered everywhere. For over a decade, the conditions deteriorated as weeds and trees
began to make the area inaccessible.
The property changed hands in 2018 and the new homeowner was approached to gain permission to
clean it up. This time it was approved. A gathering of volunteers was able to strip away the overgrowth
to a point where the burial area could be identified. We thought this would last for a while, but within
one year, everything grew back.
A small grant from the Trader Foundation for Maryland Burial Sites was approved to restore the
cemetery, map the current location of visible grave markers, and cover the entire area with weedfabric and gravel to prevent future weeds from returning.
Through multiple phases in late October and early November 2020, volunteers came together to begin
the clearing. To our amazement, we discovered many more grave markers that had been toppled and
buried. Their random locations, however, made it unclear if they were positioned over the graves they
belonged to. Each was mapped, inventoried, and safely carried off the site. When the 50'x50' area was
cleared, we leveled the ground and prepared for the gravel bed. Once the gravel was in place, each of
the grave markers were returned to the site and aligned in an orderly way that resembled proper
burial rows.

Before and After
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WINTER EXTRAVAGANZA

